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Council moves closer to annexation; 
defers action on utility rate changes 

Another step toward an­
nexing property in the 
Austin Road, Campbell 
Drive and Clipson Road 
areas was taken by Eagle 
Lake City Council at its 
regular meeting Tuesday 
night in the municipal 
building. 

That was one of many 
agenda items, although 
several items were passed 
for discussion at a future 
meeting. 

, Council instructed city 

to take the necessary legal 
steps to bring ap­
proximately 21 acres into 
the city that includes 10 
residences and 11 tracts of 
land. 

Those steps include 
preparing a plan for exten­
sion of water and sewer 
lines into the area, and 
estimating the cost. 

A petition then will be 
prepared by the city, asking 
each property ^ n e r to sign 
it, either in favor of an­
nexation, or against an­
nexation. 

Upon execution of such a 
petition, council then can 
take action on increasing 
the size of the city. 

A petition was given to 
the city recently, signed by 
17 residents, officially 
asking that annexation 
procedures be started. 
According to law, the city 
now must prepare a 
petition for the yes or no 
signatures. 

As a part of the city's 
process of studying 
whether or not annexation 
was a good idea. Mayor 
Elmer Struss appointed 
Roy Dean Van Nort chair-
mo/Jtttihe city's propeqt̂ y 
committee. That committee 
recommended that council 
act favorably on the an­
nexation. 

If residents in the area do 
not tap into the new sewer 
and water lines that will be 
installed, they will not be 
charged for the work of ex­
tending the lines. However, 
if they tap on in the next 
ten years, they will be 
charged what the other 
residents will piy now and 
the money will be shared 
with paying residents. 

The committee also 
suggested the city sell its 
right of way of an unused 
street next to pl^perty 
owned by Betty Jane Kana 

on Center Street, retaining 
a drainage right of way. 
Council agreed. The cost 
will be the same as the 
square-foot cost of her 
property. 

A third recommendation, 
regarding the old ice house 
property, was agreeable to 
council. The committee 
recommended the city sell 
its property there, if a 
non-profit organization 
could not obtain full rights 
to the property. 

One of theikgenda items 
council discussed but took 
no action on was the 
creation of an ordinance 
controlling fire arms. 
Although council was 
laboring under the im­
pression that such an or­
dinance already was on the 
books of the city, no record 
of such an ordinance could 
be found. Therefore, a new 
ordinance is being written. 

There is a state law 
governing fire arms, ap­
plicable to the city residen­
ts, but it contains no 
penalty section. Klockman 
brought a rough draft of an 
ordinance, and council said 
other provisions should be 
added. 

The firearms question 
arose during one of last 
month's council meetings, 
when Chuck Stephens, 
assuming a firearm or­
dinance existed, requested 
council allow the Knights of 
Columbus to sponsor fund-
raising turkey shoots on 
property it is buying along 
FM 3013. Provisions for 
such a request are one of 
the questions about a new 
ordinance. 

Council also defered 
diKUSsion of rate changes 

'for city water, sewer and 
garbage service. During 
research on revenues such 
services provide, a 
descrepancy was found in 
the amount of city water 
pumped, and the revenue it 
generates. 

Councilmen also made 
these requests: 

• That pot holes in the 
streets of the Rice Mill area 
be patched. Councilman 
Mike Duarte noted that 
residents of that area don't 
complain, but the streets 
there are in need of serious 
repair. 

• That the police depart-
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Road bids, Sheridan line get county approval 
A i)ew water line from 

Lake Sheridan Estates to 
Sheridan and bids for coun­
ty road paving were two of 
the items on the agenda 
Monday for the Colorado 
County Commissioners 
meeting. 

Philip Gates, represen­
ting the Sheridan Water 
Corp., asked comipissioners 
for permission to lay the 
new 6-inch pipe along the 
right of way of county road 
228. 

The non-profit water 
utility is to drill a new well 
in the Lake Sheridan 
Estates area, to provide 
water for the homes there. 
The new line to be installed 
will carry the excess from 
that well td the plant in 
Sheridan as an additional 
supply. The work is being 
financed by the Farmers 
Home Administration. 

Road bids from five com­
panies were opened and 
read. Dean and Keng 
Paving Co. of Giddings was 
declared the low bidder for 
the work in" precincts 1, 2 
and 3. while H&C 
Construction Co. of Shiner 
was low bidder in the Eagle 

Lake area precinct 4. H&C 
bid only in Precinct 4. 

Precinct 4 commissioner 
Bill Stiles asked for bids for 
three miles of double 
asphalt paving, 10 miles of 
seal coating and on the cost 
o f loading crushed rock. 
The work will cost the 
precinct 71.91 cents per 
gallon of asphalt, 89 cents 
per gallon for prime oil, and 
$3 per cubic yard for 
spreading the necessary 
rock. It will cost 50 cents 
per yard to load the rock. 

Other road work bid in­
cludes: , 

— Precinct 1, 5.7 miles of 
double asphalt paving. 

— Precinct 2, two miles of 
double asphalt paving and 
five miles of seal coating. 

— Precinct 3, 5.5 miles of 
double asphalt paving and 
three miles of seal coating. 

Dean and Keng bid 80 
cents per gallon for the 
asphalt, 94 cents per gallon 
for the prime oil and 13.50 
for spreading the rock. 

In other business, com­
missioners: 

-Accepted a bid of $300 
for a 1977 Ford the county 

is selling. The car did not 
have an engine or tran­
smission. The buyer was C. 
E. Dukes of the Weimar 
area. 

— Added a new roadi to 
the county system, and ac­
cepted an extension of 
another county road. The 
new road fs on land for­
merly owned by Mack and 
Lillian Allen. The extension 
is part of the county road in 
the Forest Oaks Addition 
near Rice High School. 

— Approved an ap­
plication by C&M Trucking 
Co. to operate oversized 
equipment on county roads, 
provided the company 
operate on specific roads it 
will outline this week. 
Chester McGehee said one 
of his drivers, stopped 
twice by a state highway 
trooper, was advised that if 
the equipment was to be 
operated on county roads, a 
special permit was needed. 

— Certified the county 
juvenile detention unit. 

— Accepted the 
resignation of presiding 
judge Carol Borden in 
voting precinct 10. 

Farmers approve 
100% checkoff to TRRF 

Farmers attending the 
annual dinner for the 
American Rice Growers 
Cooperative here 
unanimously approved a 
request by the Texas Rice 
Research Foundation for 
100 percent funding par­
ticipation to continue the 
expanded 

featuring color slides and a 
tape recording of the 
progress on research, and 
what lies ahead. 

Anderson said the 
request was for a total of a 
five-cent per CWT check-off 
fee to be retained by the 
coop from each fanner's 

program, Econp-Rice 
Another highlight of the 

meeting were the statistics 
on last year's crop, com 
piled by coop manager Don 
Obenhaus. According to 
those numbers, yield in-
creased*last year to 43.228 
hundredweights per acre 
average, compared to 39.39 
in 1981. The number of 
acres in 1982 decreased to 

^4«.ftl6 tron the 47.fil7 in 

research sales. The 100 percent par 
ticipation portion of the 
question meant that the fee 
would be held from each 
sale unless a farmer 
requested it be returned to 
him. Anderson said that is 
the practice at most other 
coops in the area. 

As one farmer said at the 
meeting, it is one way the 
independent farmer can 
work together with other^ 
farmers. And, although the 

1961 
Three members of the 

board of directors also were 
elected, as were two direc-
tdff to the tentral -board. • 

The funding participation 

vote on the question was 
unanimous, another farmer 

lbs. per acre (plus 16 per­
cent) and lower production 
costs to $11 per hundred­
weight actual dollars by 
1986," the brochure reads. 

Other statistics 
Obenhaus read showed an 
increase in the 1962 second 
crop to 12.516 hundred­
weight per acre, compared 
to the 1961 total of 10.9 
CWT per acre. 

As for price averages 
sold through the coop office 
in Eagle Lake, first crop 
rice went for 9.19 CWT for 
the first crop and 8.51 for 
the second. In 1981, the fir 
St crop price w ^ 12.11 
while the second crop was 
9.22. 

Gross sales for l A 2 was 
$22.521.942 compared to 

voiced his doubts about the 
program. 

«yEooB<»Ricc. aacordiag to 
^„^ ,^„^„.g^ ^^ r • t>rochure distribul«>d at 

ItouBhy Arthaf-A^a8qEg»figgnni irTui iwi try. 
membef of the I f f i p r S V H I I W r — production 
board. Also Jack Vawter, management and port har 
manager of the Eagle Lake vest management, 
satillite research sUtion, "The goals of Econo-Rjce 
presented a prorram »r« to increase yields 1.000 

$25,093,767 in 1981. Fifteen 
percent of the rice through 
the coop went into PCC 
loan. 

New ihnt yaaa diwrtora 
elected were J. H. Clipson 
J ' sPd flary-- W ^ j j ^ 

and A. D I Cassady. "Ldnnfe 
Sommerlatte was re-elec 
ted. Ted Brunner and David 
R. Wintermann were elec­
ted to the central board. 

— Approved a request 
for patient assistance of a 
suction machine for an in­
digent patient. It will cost 
the county $45 a month for 
three months. 

— Reaffirmed its position 
that there is no need for the 
county to pay maintenance 
for a backup ambulance. 
There are seven certified 
ambulances in the county. 

•Adopted a resolution 
concerning hazardous 
waste dumps in Colorado 
County. Recognizing such 
dumps in Liberty and 
Matagorda counties have 
been turned down because 
of citizen opposition, com 
missioners felt they should 
take the position that the 
court is opposed to any 
hazardous waste dumps in 
the county. They said they 
would use every means at 
hand to prevent hazardous 
waste materials from 
coming into the county from 
other areas...at the same 
time realizing that if such 
wastes are created in the 
county, that material 
should be disposed of in our 
county. "We do not want 
hazardous wastes from 
other counties to coma 
here," Judge Cranek said. 

•Approved a formal con 
tract with the state for the 
service program for 
families and children. 
Although the county has 
had a child service board for 
several years, it never had 
a formal contract with the 
state. 

•Took notice of the ap 
plication by Well-Tech, Inc.. 
for an application for 
disposal of 53.000 gallons of 
domestic effluent daily at 
their site at the junction of 
949 and interstate 10. The 
company is proposing^^ 
build a dormitory there to 
house 54 students who will 
be studying oil field 
technology. A notice from 
Texas Water Quality Board 
dated May 13 gave com 
missioners notice that if 
anyone is interested a 
public hearing on the ap­
plication will be held. 

•Adopted guidehnes for 
use of courthouse and the 
square by nonprofit 

Up and Down 
At left is one of the 
Farm & Ranch Aerial 
Service crop planes 
working on a field near 
where another of the 
planes was forced to 
land when its engine 
failed. Tlfe fields were 
opposite the R.ice 
Industries dryer east of 

Eagle Lake 

Two killed as four airplane 
crashes reported in area 
A series of airplane 

crashes struck the area in 
the past week, killing two 
pilots. None of the deaths 
were in Colorado County. 

Last Thursday morning, 
Eugene Shanks Jr. of Eagle 
Lake escaped injury after a 
duck was sucked into the 
intake of his turbo-prop 
agricultural spraying ser­
vice airplane causing the 
engine to quit. He was for­
ced to set the aircraft down 
near the Rice Industries 
dryer east of here. 

Shanks, flying with Farm 
& Ranch Aerial Service. 
was spraying a field near 
the dryer, and attempted to 
land on a small gravel road. 
However, a truck belonging 
to Steve Balas was parked 
on the road, so Shanks 
veered to set the plane in 
the canal alongside the 
road. 

The laodiag,„ gear 
snagged, spinning the plane 
into the rice field just 

beyond the canal. Shanks 
was shaken but uninjured, 
and the landing gear was 
collapsed. He said Tuesday 
the plane should be back in 
the air within two weeks. 

Witnesses said Shanks 
did a "tremendous" job lan­
ding the craft after the 
engine failed. The plane 
then was flying at a 
dangerously slow speed, 
making maneuvering dif 
ficult. Had it not been for 
the Balas' truck, it could 
have landed on the road 
with little damage. 

Later that day in 
Wharton County his uncle. 
Robert Ray Shanks. 39. of 
Wharton was killed when 
the 1983 Air Tractor Turbo 
he ' was flying stalled at 
about 400 to 500 feet, and 
fell te the ground on its top. 

That accident occurred 
about. 5:15 p.m. while. he 
was spraying a field on 
Wharton County Road 118. 

Anderson signs to be 
on Baylor track team 

Andy Anderson of Eagle 
Lake, state champion in this 
year's 800 meter run. signed 
a scholarship this week to 
attend Baylor University in 
Waco, and be on that 
•ehool's track team. 

According to Rice track 
coach Finest Axel. 
Anderson had the pick of 
schools in the Southwest 
Conference, and was ac 
tively pursued by coaches 
from the University of 
Texas, and Texas A&M 

University. 
Axel said one of the 

reasons An^lerson chose 
Baylor was that he might be 
able to join up with the two 
other 800 meter Baylor 
runners, both under the 1' 

JO" mark, and help create a 
championship relay learn. 

about three miles outside of 
Lane City. The pilot was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene by Justice of the 
Peace Frank Shannon of 
Wharton. The body was 
taken to Wiiarton Funeral 
Home, then to the Harris 
County morgue for an 
autopsy. 

Friday there was a report 
of another ag plane problem 
in Eagle Lake, but accor 
ding to a spokesman at 
Farm & Ranch Aerial, the 
pilot simply brought the 
plane back to the airport for 
a check after finishing the 
job. There were no major 
problems found. 

Last Friday night, a 
Cessna Skyhawk 172. on a 
flight from Houston to New 
Braunfels. made an 
emergency landing on the 
old Columbus airstrip about 
a mile west of Columbus. 
The pilot. Edwin Heard 
Cboifler of Houston, said the 
plane was running low on 
fuel. He remembered the 
airport's location. and 
brought the plane m about 
8:20 p.m.. 

The plane went through a 
fence owned by Lee 
Hammond of Columbus. 
The fence was torn down, 
but the plane had only 

minor damage. The plane 
was owned by - Dafon 
.Aviation of Houston. 

Monday night at about 
7;50 p.m ih Fayette 
County, a La Grange man 
was killed and his 
passenger injured when the 
plane they were in crashed 
through a metal barn then 
hit a ditch. 

According to- a report 
from the Department of 
Public Safety, Pilot Terry 
Lynn Wade. 34. of 
La Grange was pronounced 
dead at Fayette Memorial 
Hospital in La Grange. 
Passenger Steven Charles 
Highsmith. 24. of La 
Grange suffered broken 
bones and ruts, and was 
transferred Monday night 
to Breckenndge Hospital in 
Austin. 

According to the police 
report, the two had taken 
off from Smithville Alport 
Off a pteastire - fli^." 
According to witnesses, the 
airplane did several steep 
banks. The enpne ap 
parently quit, causing the 
plane to Tush into the barn. 
Th( barn burned. 

The plane was a 
Grumman Double A. owned 
by the pilot. Both men were 
thrown out of the aircraft. 

Rabies outbreak may 
be headed for county 

Axel said he also hoped 
other Rice athletes could 
see the advantages they 
could have by winning state 
championships. 

A serious rabies outbreak 
may be headed into 
Colorado County, according 
to county judge Lester 
Cranek. 

Rice Field Day June 29 
6r^tBlUllMI. 

•Approved a request by 
San Bernard Electric Coop 
to bore under Btiescher 
LwM. to wrvc.XQauB&u.. 

•Approved a request of 
pr tcmd. l tp advertise bids 
tnc coad Ko<.fgK.lu>r9JH}^y 
Reew'tWfeT 

•Approved an application 
by Jotin Adkins to cross a 
county road with irrigation 
pipe. 

—Tlw nliitti annual Fiald gram initiatari in—1982 
Day wiU kick off at 5:90 
p.m. on June 29 at the 
Texas Agricultural Expen 
ineivl,.SUt'»on located noctjv^ 

-west of EagK Lake on 
JHi«hsajL.J02. D t ^ Art 
Qmkm, — - - - = — 

Rke Market Outlook." 
SdenUsU *ill be diâ  
r w i n g phases of the 
Eeoao-Riot rawarch pro-

Research has developed 
several phases of tech< 
nology which will come 
together in the next few 
years and m ^ e a dramatic 
impact on rice production 

this vear. inciudii.p. ...-
semi^warf. Lemont and a 

CMtteM^ M Pat* • 

Making a point Monday 
at the commissioners 
meeting, he read statistics 
released by the area office 
of the state department of 
health. 

During the firjit three 

"I've been reading these 
reports for the 13 year's 
I've been here in the cour 
ihouse." Cranek said, "and 
this is the worst report I've 
seen " 

He said he wanted to 
make the point about a 
possible outbreak. so 
parents could take protec 
tiv e action pi their children. 

months of this year, it in 
dicated there were conflr 
med cases of 17 rabid 
skunks found in Austin 
{^nty . and m Wharton 
County 17 skunks, a cat and 

Britr Ccnnu. 

Oanek said even if a dog 
has been vaccinated against 
rabies, and if it has had 
recent contact with another 
rabid anipial. then e w ^ ^ 
play'iRltr nrps-a \MM thai ^—-
miRht be trying to give it a 

cnuo 

Jiva "1 n sucr skunks found, but 
area counties only two cases, a parent would not 
cases per county were know where UK infection 
reported. originated. 
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